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Alle Diſcontſe” was feſt thude: 
.\wp\for my own private uſe, at & 
. Sunimary of ſuch preparatory 
Rules and DireBlions,a I was willing 
to be guided by, in my entrance tigon 
the Minifterial E ment. Since 
which,it bath been ſeveral tinies pub« 
lifbed with good Acceptance. But bes 
ing tow out of Print, and the Statios 
ner deſirous to venture # -_ another 
Impreſſeon, I was not willing to let it 
poſs without a Review, for the correQs 
ing of ſome Corruptions arid Miftakes i FL 
the fatuler Edition and for the. makgng 
of fonte Additions and Enlargenients; 
chiefly as to thoſe parts of it ——_— 
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I. The Rinles of Method. 
I: The Account of 546-BIEY No 
III. The Scheme 4 the whole. Bo. 
dy of Divinity. Y 
L The former Ruler of Method, bo 
are ; made more diftin&_and more 
copious, by the addi ition of ſeveral 6 
other. Heads for Amplification, both in } 
Dodrinal and PraQtical ſabje&s.; } 
+ TE. There is bere ſome :addition td - Þ 
2 the ſeveral kinds of Authors" Some Þ} 
- , of thoſe who are eſteemed moſt judici: 
ons, and moſt uſeful, being noted by an 
A fterick, prefixed before their Names; 
excepting ſuch Authors> as are co. 
living , concerning whom” T © do. not 
rake upon me to make any judgment.- 

The Commentators upon the Sctip- 
tures, are by ſome mark, or note _"_ | 
guiſhed, according to | 
+7, Their ſeveral Ages and: Profeſ. | 
ſfrons; whether Fathers of the.Church, 
E- or. other Ancients : Rabbies, Pa piſts, 
#8 Lutherans, Calviniſts, Socinians, Of 


$4 A SPEER ER 


WIIA 


och.os are ofthe Church of i Engha 
F\ nk | the Fathers and. Anc Ss. 
I reckon uch. Expoſitors as 2996.7 19s 
fore the year -1500---t0 whoſe. Names 
there 3s annexed the year 'of our Lards, 


: herein they lived or flouriſbeds, © ky 
+. Thoſe others who are either, \,... 


ry 
Socinians FR 
| A j 


1.00. The nature of their Wark x 
'< omments, whether more TE 

"Brief; by. w way of <0. - 

| Snoans 5, wks 1 Annot: | 


| Apalyſis "Anal... 
| Large; by way of | "Ip 
| "oh marked 
«} Com. pla.or Seincf Mc. Y 
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| things, und the proper way of Probi« 


dad be a 
1636" Treatiſe; 35 bere ordered in adi. | 
ſtint way from what hath been owe) '' 
by" one b; ' otÞevs ; By ſe ſeparuting Jefe. | 
thing} which belong to Natara} Re TEE 
gion, af; thoſe t ph are Tnftituted: | 
and depend #por Revelation ; which 


F conceive may be of wery grout uſe; 
bot for clearing up the true novion Pb 


non; belonging to them. + 
" If each of thoſe Heads in Divinity 
eitumerated in this Scheme, 0v\at li 
the chief of them, whether Do&rinal 
of Praftical', were diſftin6ily treated 
in one plain Method, with' that 
7 th th and perſpicuity as ; the natures 
of things would bear ; this might itt 
manyreſpects be of ſingular 'nſe, vork 
for Teachers and Learners: | ' © && 
Py Sens it would be'@ meittes to 
urn#ſÞ b man with the 10ſt propermat- 
FT any f ee ;for want of which 
en are * Jain "to: divert their Hea- 
refs Þ| 


IIA 


<< 


| inns which ore 
Þ mon who coded 
| 3; , onght to'be 4 
e great End 


«  Þ = be moſt fect done by fick 
rational ways of Explication ant 
Confirmation, as are moſt fre and pro- 
fer- ro ſatisffe mens judgments and 
| zences.” And this will in alf tines + 
be acconnted good. ſenſe, as being ſti 
rable to the Reaſon of Mank;nd;where- 
as all other ways are, at the beſt, but 
particular faſhions, ' which though at 
-oxe'time they may obtain, yet will pre® > 
fontly- wvaniſh,and grow into di ſefteem. "M 
\The making ' of ſuch - particular © 
Traffs #pon theſe ſeveral ſubjects , 
_— foe great-a Tack for any one 
2 But if ſeveral judicions peſos ” 
gy woul 


Vitasa 


So 0. 1 ; AE: 1 PORES» ADIOS 
MEETS, STS ud fr Sen SC 


FX ©04r.to perform it Ws, tb; ho io 
- ble Clones, and GORE firength | 
it wouldbeof wery at advantage... 5 
The Sermons of the Aoi Fathers,” 

are generally upon particular Subjefts ; G 
and fo are the Homilies of our Church,. . ; 

In the oppoſite Pages.to this Scheme; © | 
there i is an' Account of the ſeveral Ali? 

thors who ir2at wpon thoſe particular, 
Subjefts. 

The Latin and Greek Tradts of the 
Ancient F athers, and other, eminent 
Writers, are already thus reduced un- 
der ſexeral_ Heads , in on aqpores 

_ Draudius, Molanus, &c. by whoſe 

' direCtion it is eaſie to find the chief. 
Authors or Diſcomſes in thoſe Lan- ' 

 Luages, upon any particular Subject, 

The like is here endeavoured for. © 
our Engliſh Treatifes ; which for their 
clearneſs and fulneſs in matters. of | 
Praftical Divinity, are generally. e« 
ſteemed to be of "ſpecial nſe and enti<, 


nency, Ati 


neral r 
pitubags e, under theſe Heads. 
may ſerve (for them who are- 
better proviaed) as a Common« © 
place Book for References; to which © 
ÞF i will be proper to reduce the Books 
F in their own Libraries, according to 
| the matters contained in them- 
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'" } Concerning Method | 
=. ver. i: 8 
Concerning Matter and Autbors 27 
SECT. IV. _, = 
4 regular Scheme of the chief Heads in 3 
Divinity 00 : 
SECT. V. 


Concerning Exprefiion 


* His Reverend Author hath Priated | 
' three Sermons preached before the | 
King. | ey | "i. 
 _ I. In March 1669, upon Prov. 3. 16, 
Lexpth of days is in her right bauT I} | 


in her left hand riches. and honour, her |} 


Ways are ways of pleaſantneſe,. and all ber }_ 
paths are peace. ” ne = 08 
IE. In Febr. 1670, upon Fecleſ. 12. 13. 
Let us hear the conctufai "of the whol 
matter; fear God arid keep his command- 
ments, for this.is the whole of man. 

HI. In. 244th 1671, upon Eccleſ. 12, 
14. For God ſhall bring every work into 
Judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil, 
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« have” only 4ome-. imperfect 
oxy notions, being here- 
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es that other! men haye..made 
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| Nowamongf all other callings,' this of Preath: Þ 


ug being in many refpe&ts one of the moſt weigh-, 
IT Tm » ſhould therefore ' have its Rules © 
and Canons, whereby we may be direRed the - 
| eaſieſt and readieſt way for the pradtiſe oftit-  - 7? 
_  Befides all thoſe Academical Preparations by 
the ſtudy of Languages,. Sciences, Divinity, wal by 
which men ſhould be qualified and prediſpoſed 
| for this Calling ; Ifay, ' beſides all theſe, There isa / 
particular Art of Preaching, to which,' if Miniſters - 
did more ſeriouſly apply themſelves, it would - 
_extreamly facilitate that ſervice, making it more 
 eafie to them, and. more profitable to their - 
Hearers. "Oe 


There are two- Abilities requiſite in every one. | 


that will teach and inſtru& another, « | 

3 "A'right underſtanding of ſound PB 7 : 
ELn.21.15, ability to propound, confirm, and apply it unto 
© SFeola, the edification of others. And the firſt way Lew : 
= A7a- Gut the other : as a man'may be: a goo Lawyer, 
EO > and yetnot a good Pleader; ſo he may be a good. 
Dzone, and yet not a good Preacher. 1 
One chief reaſon why divers men, -otherwiſe- : 
of eminent parts, are herein ſo flow and unikilful; * 
is, becauſe they have not been verſed in this ſhudy, - 

and are therefore unacquainted with thoſe proper 

Rules and DireQions 'by which they ſhould he 

guided in the attaining and exerciſe of this. Gift. 
"404 | Is 


reſcntly_ t 
Heniehes IJ for he Oat nM any fa 
: as.if , the. Gift of Preaching and- 
, Obits, were hos a diſtinft Art of it ſelf. 

& would be counted a very, projotterpus we in 
"= rher rhatters, if a mart ſhould prelume of hes 
” anOrator, becauſe he was a Logician; or t a0 
- Riſe Phyſick, becauſe he had lern'd Philoſ, 

And certainly, the Sor of this Pro 
- above others, muſt needs .extreamly ; 

- fuch negle&, and. make it fo much oh gn ore 
{= by how much the Calling is ore 
olemn. * © 


"Now there Fo {eral Treatiſes of  nian alan ey earn- 
Fr) men,” ' both 1 aguer' and others, 


. written patticularl y and. lar "7 upon this RY 


| Tubje& co! the . Art, of Preaching; wh 
im they have laid down ſuch various Helps ai 
owe as they from their own praQiſe ET ting n 
ience.. have found moſt uſeful, 
bs om, - theſe are ſome of the nioft FE: og 
common : _. * 
Hen. Alﬀed, Theologia Prophetic. i. 
- Frid. Balduini, Inſtitutio, Miniſtrorum, ©. 
Rich. Birnard, The faithful Shepherd. 
Bowls, De, Paſtor. _ 
- bi Clatk, Oratorie ſacre Cuteyp pagie. ES 
mb-Danzi, Merthodws S. Seriprure In 
bo trattande, ng 
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- All. Perkins, Concerning the As yrs, | 
'* Caſp. Streſonis Technologia Theolo 
; £ grey: not Anonym. Ki to be * 
Chappelts. 
(6:8e -aobienſie De predicatione Evangelica,” 
Abra.' culteti Aciomata concionants. 
4 ( autiends | + 
Oui: Zepperus De Arte: |. © Concianes, © 
habendi ,\\ 
"Beſides theſe ; there ate above fofty other 6 
thors who. have writ articularly upon this ſub 


|, recited by Draudiu in his Bibhotheca claſſicg 
uit the hiead of Concionatorum inſtruttio, cus c 


Mo- 
-in XX may be added thoſe many other. 


| +45906 <0tirles wherein theſe things have heen larpel 
cnaley n handled on the bye, Bourke not chiefly n largely 
Je * th* all: Which, many learned men have laid down 
"Heac 4 various Rules, which' to them, according to their - 
nei Teveral Genins's and Obſervations, ſeemed moſt | 1 
= "* uſeful: is, 
_— And we mult not Lhe? but” that in hae. 8 
= well as in all other Profeſſions, every days expe- 
rience may'yield ſome farther advantage, | b Tit 
covering Yet more facil compendious: directions 
to furniſh a man for this Calli xt .is the 
Enquiry which-is aimed at _ attempted m this 
following Diſcourſe. | \ 


: -_ 
CH I eEk 


under a double Bi ISS as 2 


Gift.. | 
yl is here SR u upon only i in the ſecond ea, 
be. thus deſcribed-:, 
© Ts hich an. expertneſs and facili A the njghe 
i | handling and. dividing the Ward of 
: approve mato be Worker that need.not to be aſbams 


PRs 2 
it doth require both * abilities NY 


Such ſpiritual Fon 25 muſt be infuſed 
vez. whereby our judgment” and affeions 
| all be experimentally acquainted with Wo E a 
=; Er lacred* [ruths that we. are: to deliver unto 4 
' gthers,.. "The only way for the attaining of thele, Pal, ki 
WE 5 1s byprayer, abun heart, and a holy life... jour 
” 4, 2+ Suck rial Abilities as are to be ac ed x 
by our own. indu! uu And theſe are either more F 
\ $ general, as skill in-all thoſe Arts and Languages 
= which are required as predifpoſitions ; or. more 
3 particular ayd immediate, for the Art of oC | 
3 or making Sermons, to: which the chief helps are 
3 theſe. three: ... ... | 
i ._ C Methad... 
4 Matter. | a 
/ Expreſſion. -j 
Each of. theſe do + mutual aſſiſtance 
-uato one anather. A. good. method will dire& to 
proper matter; and fitting watter will enable for : 


good 6 oa. __ 
3; ' . "or. 
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Our Hearers. --- * "1, = 
. 1, To our Selves, and that both for Invention - 
and Memory. * A man” may more eaſily find out 
things, when inſtead 'of ſeeking for' them at al 
dom, 'he can have dire& recourfe. unto" all thoſe 
places and heads from' whence they maybe moſt 
naturally colle&ed; and more eilily retain them, 
when' they are linked together, and not ſcattered: _F 
Method being as a chain, in whichif a man ſhould - F 
let flip any. one part, .he may eafily recover it + 
| 624 that - relation and dependance which it 
Harh with the whole. ' * ets. 
2. And fo for benefit of the Hearers likewiſe, 
who may underſtand and retain a 'Sermon ith | 
greater eaſe and profit, when they are before-harld 
acquainted with the general heads of matter that 
are diſcourfed of. ?Tis but a bad Rule in Alfted, 
at leaſt for yulgar Auditories, when, he adyiſes to 
conceal, and alter the method, for variety fike 
Crypſis diſpoſitions tollit faſtidium auditor." This 
Tay be*'true of itching curious Hearers, but not |. 
* of ſuch as regard their own profit'and Edifica- | 
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Frick. or r being much mie excellent, both for, 


; ry er Aikourle ( (though! 6 age mate-. 
ials of it SE but as a"beap, full .* 
confuſio eformity z the other as a Fa- 


. tow Aſſemblies, is thisdf, Dofdvine nary Uſe. | 
| This in the %atwre of it, is _y eaſie, and there-: 
* tire moſt 1atural,: being generally applicable nts. | 
any _ In the true lindeof it, *tis. Ky For : 
- and comprehenſive as any other, taking in 
== —_ way uſeful and proper. $i the 
dere and gradations of it , *tis very \ 
ny homogeneous this Ac er5 
Gar 


firſt, and p er. ; 
The principal ſcope. of a Divine Orator ſoul 
Teach dearly: | 
be to 5 Convince ſtrongly.. 
| Perfwade powerfully, 


Suitable to theſe, the chief parts of a Seo 
Explication. 


. are theſe three ;X Confirmation. 


Application. | 
Each -of* theſe may be farther ſubdivided, 


and - pane out —_ to this (ollowing Re 


Eien, IS | 
"3 _ 1 Eeph- 


1,50 its vTHELE i. 


'n 1 KIPLICATION ihe ate. 


Fo; 


ancde- A, in ths fas oe mhich, 
| Hike Pf Jl according 9-he, 
c 5! ACCOFAIRg; to- e, 
{Original and various Readings: og 


4 7 4 BAT rr SAG 179) 
; phe ' ir cumſtaiites of the Text and Context 
4: in relpe@ of -i 1; 1, 3" 

Fl 'Pertons concermed>-in. to.) 


TY | To bis; or: of whom. . - | 
} 4Occaſion of it * 


mhercin it' was written. 


| Lgeope or End of it. 4 *%, 
| The Analogy of Faith: HI 
L Other Parallel 6s like Soriptares.. 7 
| Dividag of the Text in order to the better 
: wa T1 - diſtinguiſhing of, the chief parts of which | 


it conſiſts, ..-. 
{ | Do#rines deduced Gow-5 it, by 
| Clearing their inferevealtivece be occaſion for its 


(Staring the true PRIN and mearfing -of the 
4”, Subject to be -infiſted upon. : The: method 
of which will be various, according. to. the 
different natures of the Subje& ,. whether | 

BT 2 Doftrinal, "7 


F 


mad 


en Nd bo. chief texms of it 


Shewing in. ſeyeral- Concluſions, * in what 
ſenſe N ang. ok. s--j limitatidns each 


** done, 'or ſm to. ied. 0t 
of Er the ; Wakters to, he & 


Onud nomiugs,. as. to. th no 
= Various equrueal ſen nes, wherein the word. 


= mit | 4 commnly uſed. to p cope abc ſame- 
4 © 4 | Quid , as to the. Ny SR y 
: D ' ( Cauſes and Properties a iba 
 #F - - © 0 Kinds and Parts, Neon $1 
Oppoſites and Affinities. ry 
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( Dottring! pots, eithir by" © 
1 "Po ag | Proofs, v whether” 


Evident, confla 


' Humane, for ſuch't 10 as are 
$A. and fait table to natural reaſon, 
_by. the conſent of the moſt or the 
"wiſeſt, of the Hiedthen, 
{ tofliruttd, or points of Faith, by Coun- 
cils, Fathers,» Confeſfions of Churches, 
*or fuch particular * Writers ;whoſe 
names have obtained to be of nya 
Reaſon, from ſome of. the nine 
©. Cayſe, Effett. Subjett. Adjuntt. Die nn 
Comparates.Name. Diſtribution. Definition 
| || Solution of ſuch doubts Obvious. 


and objefions as are < 


"Material, 
Praftical points, either by | 
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Du (wen 
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: wiſer eathen. i 303 233 Ft. $ | ; 
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Inch, or the advantage accrewing to 

us by the obſervance of any duty, with 
reſpe& to our well-being. - 
Temporal. Health, Riches, Honour, Plea- - 
Spiritual, * ( lure, Peace, Safety. 
Eternal, 
EYTeNce. 


pouep 
[$6 elarion of doubts and Caſes. 
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Particular , a5;t0- the 
Fi9ns, .y 


to bederi | by from the - 
( Cauſe or Original from which a. a. 
Efetks.qx conſequences of We 
Propers/es: ing t@-Its; 


 [Prattical, either for 
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Judgments exec Pn. | 
E Direfioe, to be amplifiedþ Y.. fr & 5 
Cautioning againſt Trpe xex7s that hinder, 


ok od $ + _—} p- 1 p 
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Setting down the. molt pro Jeans + 
© promote ſuch an end, Mich r more Re- 
wote, Immediate PT, » 
aſolation, either. in a ſtate of ger 
Suffering, by loſſes, on on ED 
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; l.. | Doubt or Des yate, ' Again oe hich, riep 
|... 1: are to be ſupported, 2 by 
. 10 "The conſideration of the Niture of 6d, 


+ -. J Promiſes. - (our Sclvey, ANENEES.. 
q” 1. Experience. A gy 
___ C Removal of Scruples.. . - 
Exbortation, &o be further enlarged by 
- Motwves to excite the IS. from thoſs 


Fr heads of _  - re 
| \ Benefit, or profit. |. $— | _ > 5 
| Hurt, or danger-: - \ 6 
Means todire&t the Attions, whether 2 1 8 
K. General. SHA © 
:... TNOW.......:.. oe Ao 3 
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$i ores ſich as ele ( 

Fo Tranſit Se bo SFr: ef 
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re Ae which sndt F 
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Diſcoutle- eV 
"The moft be -and eee matter fork a 
Preface, js, (that which was ſo commonly uſed by - 
;  theProphetsof old) To perſvade the hearers that 
it is: the Word of God which is Poke to them, Þ 
which concerns their everlaſtine happirieſs, and s | 
;. able to ſave their ſouls : That the M iter: dobut  F 
pe 3 fandin Chriſts ftead : That our receiving or deſpiſmng k - 
= -" of them, {ball be reckgned as done unto Chriſt himſelf : . "n 
— 16. Which being befieved: and conſidered, will bea | 


: 3 7 2The 1 a Rtrong 0 evra upon the heaters; unto thoſe, 


B 5 three qualifications , which are the chief ends of "| 
prefacing, namely, to make them 1 
avourable. 
Teachable. 
Attentivoe. 
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h of it, as. may. lexve. to clear the Fe *, and 
one the ; drprhacs, of it- on: the pl 
wor, 


EE bi All Fcriprures are pe = ik manifeſt,. or cryptical 
'# + and obicure:: Matters that are lucy neceſſary 
"& tofalyation,are exprelt. in the firlt of, hel: : pr. 4 
© 4ruths, whether Hiſtorical, Doarinal,. or Pratti- 
'F $4; maybe ſometimes involved i in-doubtful-diffi- - 
K. /oule expreſſions . -; 

# / -4n-the unfold .of which, we mu obſerve £5 
'F EE that if the natural and moſt obvious fi gnificati 

+ . of the words & manifeſtly diſagree ing 
3 i 4Þ :uqUs: Scriptures., . then we are to ſeek/for 
| other meaning, which muſt always : tbe con- 
* vant with the words, and other circumſtances 
. of the place. V 
| - In the finding outof this, we are. not ſo much 
F -toconſult with our own fancies, for no prophecy im 
oF Serigrure icof any private interpretation; but with | 
'# the Holy Ghoſt himſelf, who beſt underſtands his b- 
4 own meaning. 5h: 
| Þ 'As for ſuch Texts. as feem repugnant to. one + 
another, it may be proper to have recourſe unto 
Tame: of thoſe Authors who have purpoſely wart, > Pex 
the handling of -this Subje&, ſeveral. of __ 

'w wo. 2a after reckoned up, under the head. of Neb. 


weve difficult Expreſſions ſhould firſt he examin- 
ed R_ to their original, and moſt aſl 
T 
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ture to a > let Auditory';" 

r them, and to rajſe doubts; rather thi 
confirm and. fertfe they; But we thoifd! itch 
tk Which, upon {crious-confult#tion;we 
Eonceive in our own Judginents rv 'be mol 5 
gruous and pertinent:  ** "409 

The Circumftances of the 'place will help auch 
Svis Np any Pebjrtos of i Fr The Race WHY 
a a 07n Lepe qute non buvet-folj 
edn, ron that is, The is de ary don js n, 
the Law,” bat maybe reſolved by the context; 
__'Wemuſt be carefill thatall our Interpretatioils 
ecable with'the Analogy of faith; rene 0 
parka Scriptures. "The cofulting of theſe" 
7 ry mean to preſerve - us from Pervertits 
wolon rd of God by any dangerous heretical a 2 
lob. - © 2k 
' Beware of that vain affettationdf finding Gu! 
thing new and ftranse in everytext, though never - ; 
fame It will not {v6 much ſhew our pzres (which + * 
meti aim at). as our prie and wanitonnels of 


nies new Projetors ift Divinit iy are the Ate. : f 


teſt matter; our of whiclito ſhape; firſt a'S, 

after that in Hererich,, and then an Atheip > | 
There are divers Texts F Hiſtorical and Etev#t.. | 

or taye aGouble fenſe. iT ypcal and nes ,"q 


3» ikea a: 


feof TTPT TIN 


=» So _ the Brazen aca #51002" 
Ned " 9. OI 14. Fonahin the Whales belly, - © 
 Jwnab1:17. Mat.12:44.- Abrahaw's two wiyes ww ©. 
- * ſons, Sar and Iſaac, Hager and I $Gen.2v 2 


'S @al.4. 22. The Law concerning 

. & ' Ox that treads out the corn, Dent. Roa o 
g. In all which there is ſome typical Allufion 6-4 
marily intended, 

* Allegorical interpretations may lawfully be uſed 
| alſo, when there is no ſuch natural reference, but 
| "F meetly a fitneſs by way of fimilitude to illuſtrate 
| F avy dodtrine. St. Par! gives example for this, 
Fi OA þ 24 ty Eph. 4. 32. 
| * - But here we muft obſerve theſe ( Raritan, 


F: three qualifications ; 3 there muſt be Concintiitas, bk 
24.5 . Utilitas. | 3 
FF -1 We muſt uſe them ſparingly and ſobcrly. I 


2 They muſt be ſbort and pertinent, not forced .. 
and far-Ktch'd. P 09 2 
3 They muſt be x/efi, not for airy and unpro- 
FF fitablenotions? being more proper for illuſtration 
"'S than for proof.” - 
 UItwillbe a greathelp for the underftanding of 
the Books of Scripture, to know their ſeyeral 
- -times, references, and order. 

The five Books of Moſes are as the firſt Baſis, 
by which the whole frame of Scripture may be 
more eaſily apprehended. 

The other Hiſtorical Books that follow, will ex- 
plain themſelves. The Pſalms do moſt of them, in 

| their occaſions and hiſtorical _—_— refer to the 
Books of 'Saumwel. 
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- +; The Prophets are ordinarily divided -into three 
ranks. CT hoſe:that propheſied before the Cayei- . 
vity,who refer to the Hiſtory in the books of Kings 
and Chronicles, eſpecially.the ſecond Book. 2. Thoſe 
that-propheſied 5:.the Captivzty, concerning whoſe 
times there is but little mention in the: Hiſtg-) 
rical parts of Canonical Scripture. . 3. Thoſe that, 
propheſied after the Captivity, unto whom the 
Hiſtory of Ezra and Nehemab: hath ſome refer- 


Andi fo-in the New Teſtament, the Epi/Hes do. 
. many of them refer unto the ſtory of the Atv of. 
the Apoſtles. 5 6 <4. "3$ 
As for the ranking and ſucceſſion of the Books 
in Scripture, they were not writ in the fame.order. 
as they are placed, but they are ſet down rather 
according to their balk,and-largeneſs, than; their 
_—____-o-Þ;.4 Deere, ip) 
1, Thoſe that were before the Captivity, are 
to be reckoned according to this ſucceſſion.'; 
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in the reign of | | 


Feroboam, 2K;ng.14.25; . 
COxtiah., 4, 1 
Fit £152 7 92; IAB nd yh 
, >in the days of Fr eld, 46% 
; LAhbaz. 
'. Ic Herehigh., 


Habakkuk. | about the time of* | 
Zephaniah ( . 


Jeremiah 


Taſtah. * 
Tehoiakan.. 
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”2 I FY Captivity ther Frogheich IO bd 


Ct From the return out 'ﬆ Captivity, L 

Saviour's comin ming, are reckoned 559 years: Th! 
the 18 year.of this,-began Haggas and Zechariah, 
not long after falach:: : 

"And. fo, in the New Teſtament; though” the 
krger Epiſtles are placed firſt, yet they were not 

written {0.2 *Tis propable that FR. were com: 
poſed according to this order: ' 


1 Theſ] wang 

. Romans, _ 1 Corinth, i Ie. 
: i Tim. 2 Corinth, | pets Fee , 
Titus. a 


2 Theſſ Philip Colof. Galat Eyheſ Hebr Philenl; 
'2Tim. ' 

© So for the Canonital Epiſtles, that of Fames is 
thought to be written firſt, thiet thoſe of Perer 
then Fude, laſtly John, __-_ 

Thus likewiſe for. ;@ particular books: 5 [ 
of the Pſalms, ſome conceive that the 118 ſhou 
be firſt, where David doth ſtir up and Prepare, 
ff to this'work of making Plalmsz O 
th k ready, I will fing and give. jbFy 7 NE 

alm the ti, becauſe it concludes with this pal 
4 The Prayers of David are ended, The order 
ing of them is not qure divino, though it be of 


great antiquity for St. Pau! doth expreſly {quote 
the ſecond Pſalm, AR. 11. 13. | 

The right apprehenſion of theſe general -nati- 
ons concerning the proper times and order of 
ſeveral books; may be one” good help to the true 
loterpretation of Scripture. 
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-—"The-inſtancing in ſome parallel Scriptures,” may 
likewiſe” be very advantagious in ſeveral caſes, for 
e. unfoldi of "difficult Texts. In order to 
which - beſides the help to_be had from Expoſi- 
Lang there are ſome particular Authors who de- 
fig gnedly handle this Subje. 

Sor to the unfolding of any abſtruſe. and 
difficult ſenſe, we axe. to conſider likewiſe the 
very: words and phraſesz amongſt which, if th 
be any ambiguous, they muſt be diſtinguiſhed lug 
applied according to their proper ſigriification i in 
the Text; Tropes and Figures being explained in 
their natural meaning. 

As for the diveſion of the Text, it will be need- 
leſs, unleſs either the explication of Terms, or the 
 deduttion of Dottrines from. the ſeveral [on .do 
Fequire it. That common praftice of 

the words into minute parts,. and enlarging he upon 
thera ſeverally, is a great occaſjon pf. unpertinency 
- and roving from the chief ſenſe.” 
+ __ The Text having 'been thus 1 infolded , the 
 next-thing to be done is the inferging of Obſerug 
tions from it , which ſhould always follow oo 
the” thy wares by a ſtrong Logical con lequence. 
ing of Scriptute unto proper truths , | 
ny "occaſion the applying of them unto E 
00, 
"Theſe obſervations may be. of feveral. kinds, 
Mediate, and the more remore: 
ay” 
hs and principal. 
* " Of, the firſt kind are ſuch as are raiſed from the 
Geg/ors, coherence, manner gircumſtances,order dens: 
minatians 
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wination of the Text; as, whether it be a pre- 


nay | cept, exhortation, threat, promiſe, petition,".de- 
for precation, fimilitude, &c. All which may afford 


to everal hints of inftruion, fit ſometimes to be 
oft- taken notice of: though theſe points ſhould be 
de- only touched at briefly on-the bye, and thoſe onl 
inſifted upon /argely which we conceive to be mo 
and pros unto the principal immediate ſcope of 
e Holy Ghoſt in that Scripture, | 
= And theſe obſervations muſt be laid down in 
the moſt eaſie perſpicuous phraſe that may be, not 
0 obſcured by any Rhetorical or affeQed expreſſi- . 
in ons; for if the hearers miſtake the chief SubjeR 


all that follows will be to little purpoſe. ©. 
ed- The Doftrine being mentioned (if there be any 
the neceſſity ) we may briefly clear the inference of it, 
do by ſhewing its neceſſary dependence on the 
ng 7 Txt. Moor 410-2 
on After which it will be convenient, in the moſt 
Ys brief and plain expreſſions to ſtate the true ſenſe 
il and meaning of that Subje we propoſe to inſiſt 
upon: | 

i The Method. of which will be various, accor- 
mM ding to the different nature of the Subjeats. _ 
he | f it be Dofrinal, concerning ſome Propoſition 
} to be known or believed, this is to be explained 
| (when there is occaſion for it), 1. By diſtinguiſbing 
1 the Terms, and ſhewing in. what ſenſe they are 
> to be onderftood,, ſubſtituting words that are 
plain and proper, for ſuch as are obſcure and figunra- 


; tive. 2, By ſhewing in ſeveral Corollaries, with 
| what, limitations each word is to be taken. 
4 E” 3 | if 
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diy to be done, or vice to be ayoided this may 
be explained by diſcuſſing, * P 
©. 1 The. Quid Naming, the different names oy 


appellations whereby. things are expreſſed, in 


order to the more accurate diſtingusſbing betwixt 
them; upon which account it may be proper in 


Jome caſes to enquire into, 1 The various equivocal 


ſenſes wherein ſuch words are uſed, for which 
there may ſome help be had from fuch Authors as 
thele, Kavennelle Bibliotheca, Leigh's Critica ſacra, 
Wilfon's DiHonary; 2 The Synonimons terms, or 
{uch 'other kinds of words or phraſes, as are uſed 
for expreſſing the ſame thing, which ſometimes 
will very much contribute to the unfolding the 
nature of it. - And for this, fuch Authors as theſe 
may þe uſeful, Clerk's Holy Oyl. Bermet of Syno; 
nimous Terms. © * | 
- 2 The Raid Reb or Nature of the thing ; where 
the-principal heads of matter arc, | 
1 The Cauſes or Properties, by which a thing is 


to be defined : where *tis to be noted, that lome_ 


things are capable of a twofold Cauſe, Aral and 
Natural. . That is-{aid to be the Moral cauſe of a 
thing, which according to the ſeveral laws of Di- 
vine Juſtice, doth. deſerve that thing as its proper 
recompence. $o all Kind of Yirtue is the cauſe of 
Reward, and Vice of Puniſbment, particularly In- 
temperance is the Moral cauſe of Miſery , be- 
cauſe.it merits.ſuch a condition : That is 1aid to 
be a Narrralcauſe,' which doth by its own proper 
efficacy produce” the effet. So Intemperance is 
phe natural cauſe of Sickneſs, Poverty, Infamy, &c. 
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-,[If it be Praftical, concerning ſome virtue of 
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The Gift of PR®ACHING. 3s 


- There are' two kinds' of ways; : whetein the 
efficacy of ſome natural' cauſes doth appear, name- 


p when they do either, Promovere adjuvans, or 


emovere prohibens. Supply us with the proper help 
for fuch an end, or remove the Impedimetits of - 
it. Thoſe are ſtiled Properties,/ which do neceſſarily 
flow from the' Nature of a' thing, and therefore 
do always accompany it. 4 1 7 
2 The Kinds or Parts, by which 'a thing is to 
be divided, ' for the better comprehending of its 
true extent, and the ſubordinate ſpecies or bran- 
ches belonging to it 1 Fran 
3 The Oppoſfres,- and Affirities, by which a thing 
is to be Illuſtrated.Oppoſites myy be of various kinds, 
either by way of Negation, Privation, Contrarjety, 
whether by way of . Exceſs. 
| Defett. ; h 
And ſo likewiſe may Afintties which may be 


* diſtinguiſhed into ſuch as are Arntecedent, Concomi- 
| tant, Conſequent. The explaining of which will 


very much contribute to fix in our minds true 
notions concerning the nature of Things.  * * 
The Text, and the Doarine or Subje& to be 
inſiſted upon, being thus opened and explained 3 
the next thing to be provided for, is the Confirma- 
tion of it : both which ought to be conne&ed by 
lome plain and brief Tranſition, that ſo the me- 
thod may be more perſpicuous, | 
Confirmation in Doftrinal matters, may be ma- 
naged either by Poſitive proofs, whether Teſtimony 
I, Dine, viz. Authority of Scripture, relating 
either to ſome direc affirmation , or negation; 
or to ſome evident or probable conſequence: / 
C 4 2 Hu: 
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2 Hymane, either from Heathen Writers, De- 
crees of Councils , . Conſent. of Churches, Teſti. 
monies. of; Fathers, . Confeſſion of Adverſaries; 
Theſe.may all of them be of good uſe, if they are 
ſuitable to the Matter and Auditory. The Scrip- 
ture can beſt inform us what is true and falſe, yeg 
Humane Records can ſufficiently acquaint us with 
matters of faQ, telling us what is New, and what 
is Anciept;&c. | - 

- But inthe managing of this part, care is to be 
taken (according to the alluſion of the Ancients ) 
that Hagar the Handmaid do not out-brave her 
Miſtreſs Sarah; that blear-eyed Leab, he not pre- 
ferred before beautiful Rachel, To ſtuff a Sermon 
with citations of Authors, and the ws ſayings 

| of others, is to make a feaſt of vinegar and pepper ; 
which are healthful and delightful being v 
moderately: as ſauces, but muſt needs be very im- 
proper and offenſive to be fed upon as diet, | 

Proofs from Reaſon ſhould be of ſo much per- 
ſpicuity and ſtrength, as may be ſufficient to con-. ' 
vince the judgment : In the preſſing of which 
men ought to be very cautious, not to lay more 
weight upon the Concluſion than the Premiſſes 
will bear z not to repreſent that as a xecefſary cone 
ſequence., which is at beſt but highly probable. 
The negle& of this doth many times prove very 
prejudicial to Truth, by working in men preju- 
gices againft it, inſtead of winning them over to.it. 

. To this purpoſe the nine Topicks, treated of in 
Logick and Rhetorick,, way be good helps for the 
inventing of proper Arguments. | 

When & Propoſitign is confirmed by poſitive | 

WY En, | Proofs 
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of ſuch Doubts and. ObjeRions as ma! 

againſt itz in the doing of which, ſuch Doubts on- 
ly ought to be taken notice of, as are moſt obvious 
and material 5 and much Caution is. to be uſed; 
that the Anſwer be made as plain and. full as the 
Qbjetion. | 

- In Praftical points, the proofs 'from Divine 
Teſtimony are capable of theſe three heads for 
enlargement, viz. 1 Precepts, or Projibitions. 
2. Commendations,or Difrele. 3 Promiſes orThreats. 
To one of which, all the pertinent Scriptures may 
he reduced. | 

1 The ——_— Precepts enjoyning ſuch a 
duty , or the Negative ones prohibiting -what is 
contrary to it. *Tis a fufficient foundation of Du- 
ty, when ſuch a one as hath dominion over us, 
and-a juſt right or power to command us, doth 
require any thing from us; becauſe in ſuch caſes 
our obedience and fſubjeftion is due as a natural 
homage. Now, In Deo omnia jura & ones tituls 
goncurrunt ; Upon what account fſoever any man 
may be ſuppoſed to be in -a ſuperior relation to 
another, ſo as to challenge ſubjeRion from him 3 
upon all theſe, and infinitely more, hath God a 
right to command and govern us, He is our 
Maker, our Redeemer, our King, our Father, our 
Maſter, our Huband, our Patron and Benefattor ; 
and therefore every one ought moſt freely to fub- 
mit to whatever he ſhall pleaſe to enjoyn. 

- Theſe Precepts are, for the manner of them, 
ſometimes delivered: with a peculiar | Emphaſis. 
Beſides plain Jnjundtions, there are vehement incul- 


tations, 


proofs, ;the next thing to be done athecrmaring -Y 
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Phil, 4. 8. F#Ks > Whatſoever things: are lovely, whatſoever 


cations, Options, Interrogations, Expoſtulations:" 
which men ought to take particular notice.” 

'. 2 The Conmendations that are -given*to fucks 
grace or duty, together with the diſpraiſe and 
reproach that belong. to the want of it ,- or the 
Oppoſites to it. - One of the/principal Topicks for 
per{waſion, whence moral inducements and ino: 
tives are to be derived, is this of the lovelineſ 
and excellencies of Things , 3oaveepran, ion tu 


things are of good report, if there be aiſe, ravie 
mo 9 Looe a A br in 4 v= ; There 
is in all men a natural good will and inclination 
towards things of this nature'y and therefore that 
is another proper way for Perſwaſion or Diſſwa- 
ſion, by repreſenting things as being in themſelves 
lovely and excellent, or deformed ' and odious. 
' Theſe do generally refer, either to the Nature of 
- Thing, what 'it is, or to the Efett of it, what it 
oes, | | 
3 The Promiſes that are made to any Duty, to- 
gether with all thoſe inſtances of Bleſſing and 
Happineſs which have accordingly befallen ſuch 
as have been obſervant of it. The Threats and 
Judgments denounced and executed upon the neg-. 
let of it. ", 
Now Rewards and Puniſhmnents being the 
=> Enforcements of Laws, from which they 
erive their force and obligation, we may by the 
quality and nature of theſe, diſcern the impor- 
tance of the Duty or Offeyce to which' they are 
applied z ſo*that when God ſhall promile all that 
he can give, or we can hope for; when he ſhall 
threaten, 
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moſt that he can inflit, or we © 


cat ; the matter, to which ſuch 
great promiſes and threats are annext,, to be of 


e higheſt moment and conſequence. ., 
*"The proofs from Humane Teſtimony , 9 
5 we {aid before) to be managed with 
Caution and Prudence. | 
ents from Reaſon, ſhould be ren- 


ah 


. 


dered ſo plain and fo cogent, as-may be ſufficient 


to fatisfie any teachable man , concerni 


the 


truth, or fitneſs, or neceſſity of what we would 


. Thefe are reducible unto two general Heads, 
'' 1 Equity, or the rules of fitneſs and con ny. 


one who pretends to Reaſon. 
Ingenvity will ſubmit unto. | 


> 


upon the Account of 


- 2, Neceſſity, whether 


| be made out from the nature of 
the thing it ſelf, which by the Principles of rea- 
ſon will appear to be part of that ſubjeft;on-which 
we owe toany ſuperior powers and of that love 
and ſervice which we owe to the common good of 
the Societies or Perſons to whom we are related, 
And this being founded upon the notions of True 
and Falſe, Right and Wrong, doth therefore belong 


1 Duty, to 


to the conviion of the judgment. 


2. Intereſt, or the advantage accruing to our 
ſelves' by it 3 which being founded upon the con- 
ſideration of good. and evil, doth therefore belong 


to the exciting of the Wl and Afetiions, 


and may 


more 


a red gs es & NY 
DF PE ne i 
a Heb RAS pc,” 
bs ICI ns io) = 
Fra . 
Q 425,00 % TI # 
d 


><T Rad --; ah 
IS CER rr IR 
For CERN oy RE ants Ke ateg 
£308 nas, of : 
<— WH Ys 
bas PR TY OW. 
COR Iu — Ly TX I's 

PRs 5. * 
RR 
770. RR # as 
= RR te 02" . : . 


oO 
4x2 


The next proof to be inſiſted upon is Experience, 
or that practical knowledg which men attain to 
by obſerving the uſual courſe of things in the 
Forld. And this being a kind of ſenſible Evidence, 
muſt ' needs be yery powerful for ConviRtion, 
when we can appeal for the truth of what we af: 
{ert to the obſervation of any conſidering man, 
who hath been careful to take notice of the uſual 
courſe of things : And this may generally be made 
uſe of, in giving evidence to all thoſe ſeveral kinds 
of advantages or miſchiefs, which flow from Virtue 

CA... | NE 
_ Not that any evident poſition or conſequence 
from Scripture, does need all this proof in it {elf 
but the better: to inſtru us. in the agreement and 
harmony bf Sacred Writ, and the more porn 
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/ t6 convince. the. judgment, which in ſome 
s will be apt to find out ſhifts; and evaſionsy 


| whereby to delude- it ſelf, and eſcape conviftion ; 
mhergas. we ſhall mbrace any da&rine with. a 


Rronger aſſent, and:reſt upon it with the whole 


hent of the affeQiions, when. it comes. in upon. ua 


* s 


with. a. full ſtream of evidence. But, here we are 


- 


conkelſed truth, is\apt to naulcate and flat the ate |; 


, Having thus paſſed over the daftrinal. part in the 
Explication and Confirmation of the words, we are 
in the next-place to deſcend unto the Applicator 
of them, which is the life and: ſoul-of a Sermon 
whereby. theſe Sacred Truths are. brought home 
to Ag10's partieWar conſcience., and. occaſions, 
nd 'the affeRions' engaged unto. any. truth os 
- The Application ;is frequently mentioned - by. 
ſeveral Fo. vn Ss de per he. 
ſometimes it is taken more ftrifly,; as it. is diltins 
guiſhed from the Ufes,. and refers only to thoſe 
particular paſſages of them which; do 'more efpe- 
cially concern the-preſent Time and Auditory, 
Sometimes it is taken more largely, as it.compre- 
hends all the Uſes that are inferred from the DNo- 


| Erine: And ſo I unde at in-this place.'!-- 


In the enlarging of this, we are to obſerve this 
caution, That the ſeveral-Heads or Uliſes we are 
to inſiſt upon, "muſt got here be handled in a gere- 
ral national way, as\in.the DoQrinal.partsz/butin 
fuch a home and. app/icarory manner, as may have 
ſome peculiar reference unto the hearers. 


n Oy 
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E ce L Z8 TASTES: - EE 
"The chief Rules or Canons? "that 'Eoncern its 


are theſe two: _ 

4. Every does, firms, , comming” 
threaten, not only that which i is expreſſed in % 
but likewiſe all that which'is rightly dedueihls 
i from it; though by mediate conſequences. © -* 

E - 2. AnExample bath the force of a Rule ; ; of 
4 | nCor: 10: them being written for our learning. © But then w 

E 21. muſt be careful to examine and'diſcern, whether 
the example be extraordinary or. mnt accot- 


make to which the application muſt be properly 
The Apoſtle tells -us, that the whole Sri 


from God, and is profit 
Dottrine ; FAY Exe yon, 4 


is given by == morey 
Fo 


an ideas 


—_— mpd; travbp3uc, for correttion pr 
for inftruftion in righteoufneſs, that the 
man of God may be perfett, being perfetily infiructel 


| n good work,, 2 Tim. z. 16. 
[In that Niegs all the =_ .. which Scriptate 
may be _ 5 are briefly {ct a, x 4 os 
: - © Doftrin + nd. 


* Application i is cither wh; 
ho Prottich. 
-  Doftrinal aoflicativa is for our 1 
| forme truth to be known or; befi 
follow from the Do&rine þ YE niet mh 
_ confirmed, ” by a hathral Logical Ls 
that dodrine of the ns bes 


gran | Didlattical. 
"And this 'of thro kink 26s e(Þ11 
.. nal pf $2451 ooNFroten 1459304 5; 
"I 1. Diadeflical, 
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-, FE +1! DiadaGtical in:{ Tn. truth , | #93 
lis Bt which | is FER ſtiled. a Uſe of. 


_— 2; and-ſhould: confiſt of 

dy mr truths aswill moſt end x from. 

it, the. Obſervation. In'thededucing of theſe it would, 

Is ' bean endlets buſinefs to take in all: thoſe inferen-- 

i: ces that are remote or collateral; but we ſhould 

0 pitch-upon ſome few that are more' principal and - 


We immediate, Where, thoſe Logical direQions may: 

er be-uſeful, concerning: the colleRing, -1.. Of a ge- 

_ neral from a ſpecial, as Rom. 4. 3, 4s : 2. 

ly leſs-from the greater, as Fohn. 10. 25- Rom.'$; 325: P 
þ 3. The greater from the leſs, 2 Cor. 9g. 9,. 10. 3 

re 4The: effe&t from:.the cauſe,” Heb. 2, _ 5. The 4 

'# a2 froe, the effe&t, oh. 6.45,&c-.  ';\ 4 
| *. Elenchtical, mpds Yavyxor, in ſome 'cantro-. Y 

ge verted: point , which is uſually called an Uſe-of F 

rhe Conſt ation, for the odni_g. of. ſich erroneous Ko 

od poſitions. as do ſubyert"the truth. 4 


1 Where it will be needleks to, raiſe. up! any old- E 
iy obſolete Errors, as now lye dead, and do not trou-' E, 


Bs ble the Church, but duch only. ought; to. he_ta-" 2 
Ke ken noticg of; as, being pertinent to the ſubje& in IJ 
Wh hand, dowmoft infelt the preſent times and places E 
49 wherein we-live. | 7 \, 3 
in -And- herein we ought to be ſpecially. careful, | 3 
oft lat ., we manage m_ Polemnncal | diſcourſes , - p 
ne 1, With ſolid preſſing arguments, making, Our @n- , A 
a ſwers as. clear as the. objeions; for if: theſe be... E 


plain, and thoſe perplexed, inſtead. of conlutings > 
we ſhall rather is op the Error. 

.2:; With much: meekneſs 'and tenity-in Differ- | 
ences not; fundamental,':2,7jm. 2. 25- ,Soft mens - | 
ani 


"BecresT4 PETE On, 


and hard argoments being the moſt  elfectual way | 

to Convince, | vary. 

Another part of this oblicinary informatie) | 
may: be for the diſcovery of our own particulay 
eſtate and condition, in regard of our aſſent unts-- 
any truth' or prafice of any duty, where. Weure 
to Hot ſelves by marks or 

The trueſt ſigns or indications of any thing, are 
to be derived from ſome of thele three heads, 

-" 1 The caſe or original | from whence it nwſt 
proceed : where the neceflary cauſe is not, or hath 
_—_ yt theye i is reaſon to conclude Degaey 
—_ The or Conſequences. | Where the x6. 
ne there-i is reaſon to iniſoen the being of-the 
Cauſe. * e 

3- The Pro les : Which bring ſuch Qualities 
or Sachs do immediately flow from ad 
the nature of a thing, muſt woods rxeſegs oh 


pole the being of that thing- 
Jos Hevaras 
Tvaltibal application i is cither, Tele4 = 


© C naidvas. 

 1- For correQion of ' makers; y/ commonty {ti-" 
led a Ule of Reproof, Terror, Dehortation,'todif®' | 
ſwade atd'fri ht men from any ſinful courſe, 'In - F- 
ay he urging this there is much prudence'to be” 
diſtinguiſhing betwixt fins of infirmity,' | 
ah 2) tw of witfulneſs and' frowardneſs, and "ac i} 
cordingly proportioning the ſeverity of our're." 
pr oofſs. 's : 

'Thisis genierally to-be obſerved; that inal Re- 


prelienſions we:mult- exprels rather our /ovt than 
our 
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= & of it; how 


{7 Where” it'may be proper; to 
whe" of the moſt material wes 
| defore inſiſted upon. in the Dottrinal patty 
ing the diſpraiſe belonging to fuch'a 
-with the threats and jud Ol 
and executed upon it. All w| ich thould © | 
be” fo ordered as to the 'manner-of- it, = y 
prove moſt effeual to work in men 


UtUre. be 1 
ſhould mention he iow.” 
r that hilider ; and ſuch weans or "helph + 
ey we may be etiabled to avoid: and over- 
come any fin hee gone for the P 
-an to inveigh againſt the nity or? of. 
2 diſcaſe, ire by chief care —_ o to dire ute - 
to'the' remedy and cure of it. And for\aths, the: 
| iption muſt 'be vatious; ' acc to: the 
"Kinds of offences:" iThis direRive part: 
reducible alſo under the Uſe of Exhortation: 
Erb the difference,”-that in*this'place 
belong! to "Diſſmaſtoi, in theory 
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I L -dfiicint ſtate, &c. 


.:And/it Noule be: Ta ſpeciabedrool's a Mir 
, to attend; of regaiaion;. uno Confolation> . 


: rs the wordmay may Hgnific), like a wiſe Phy ficialts 16 4 | 


Lenithves' and Cordials, where:the conditiqn: 
Patient doesrec uire it; MO +17 
_ Parges.”” . | 23] 
© The: Matter: of this may be. various, ac 


| >the differeht: ſkates of mens whoditr 


WED bes 1d) in-oelpeSs.f Sicknab ws "Y 
2-941; Outward, in r ir 

Ne of: Friends; Eſtate, Credir,'P Peace and Quiet 
"Ge. In-which caſes it may be proper-to- 

ſeveral Con(iderations. from the Nature of ic:;7: 

+45. God, his Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power: ig Ns 

i Man, in reſpett of his frailty:and+ —Y 
-. need that he ſtands:in of trouble and chatleineke 


*% 
- 


3s his proper Phyſick. - © - _ 5-303. 


 Aﬀuttions;;whichare notevil: in theniſclvesgbut 
| ſecundus modum recipientis ; they are-all: of theri 
. either ſhort,or leight,or both,S3 longa ltvii;ſigrauls 
_ brevis. ger mage coo in fuch;things; 
*t0 ken our: reliſh of tr ercies are enjoy; 
"Fagay encreaſe our thankfulne(s- for" $5500 
ET i urns the world; to prevent: the: ſorfeits 
-of / proſperity; to:enlarge out experjerice; toxon-” | 
*trat ſuch-/ ds. of hardmnes Ong RET 


Da 


 cular-ſcrup 0: as are molt perſing-. 
- poſing oo Es 74 
F-= from ſenſe to 46 Foun, , from pre = = 


\Bec 1.311: Gods Gi miſe renigerps, by whichall things ee dah 
4 i pale for the beſt ; his /ure Rroniſerin Obriſyby 


we may. certainly enjoy; plentiful 
and: cternal. ;glory> -:And though. = | 

t the way pf Picty. :lerm-to-be full of. 7 
trouble and oppoſition, yet: *tis-mbſt fafe in-the 
ties and theday of redemption.does rae nigh.” 

whien- thoſe that are good! ſhall be delivered: from 
al their fifferings,” and every 'mai ſhall receive = 
according to his works. = 
11 ge» Exbortacion: is: for the: exciting andquicken- 
Ingof our:afſeftions unto. — grace.ox np aes. 
\ oonoges apart of poaching that 4s 1315, 
allthat'wasto beſpoken is:called Erhertrie-Te 
Thief end of ':an/Orator, is:to'perfwade. (- 
Phil hers): And therefore that Preacher fre 
_*w/his es does only flouriſh: in general-no-. 
-tions; aud-does-not: drive-atdome particular argu- 
- *memd,erideavouring ro-preis ” "wenyy s Autitory2 7] 
wr or prattiſe of ſome tru boos args is _ *an 
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461 f regy » 


os are" viable of rey may many ſubordinate | 
of hs oo 


"Branches: The deſign being-t0 

"bring down' general Truths to Particular Calts, It 

"cannot therefore be improper un this 

peat ſome 'of the moſt material -thi 

- p6fe,, which were. before -enl upon the 
2 "doArinal part, under that. genieral- head of Rea 


1 


may ſometimes be the more cf 

P by adding/ to them\ſome affei- 

ecrations, like thoſeof the blefſed Apo- 
465 Peſach poor 

e God, and 


Jr jul rhe ht ma 


Means or Sireaions ſhould conſiſt-of fach par- 
 kiculars as may beſt cnduce to the attaining of 


br. D;: 


A Boer Z '; 


: : i Payer ſeek oy 
ho Kor Pnndation. of /ull goo 


E ſome ſolemn time for our' 


after it; 3. itnproving *QUXC- "abilitics-; ad opportys: | . £7 : 


AE . nities.20: this purpoſe, &o' hints 


- 22 More Special; ——— 25/the nature oof 
| ſeveral ſubjetts'ſhall requirez. and Scripture or Ex: 
perience dire&. oP a 
Theſe are-the chief Uſes to which Scriptes 8 
applied : bu are .frequently: mentioged *  F 
c 


der more, and 


rent names; but they are” - | 


| allrequcible to theſe heads. It is not necefſary they + 
- ſhould be all infiſted-upon-in every:Sermon; but” * 


only ſuch of-them-'as;,may be moſt ſuitable ww. | 


the Text, and fexſonable zo the Time and Ade = 


tory: * 
21 The. Contluſa v2. ſhould: conbiſt of che ſuch mat: 
ter as may engage. the hearers to a ſerious rewem: 
brance:amdiconfideritior of the truths delivered,that 
they: 1 may revolve upon-them ,-and he carefpl:to 
renew that impreſſion” which .has thereby been 


made upon their fouls by conference and meditg; * þ 


tionaTo which purpoſe, as the: milder affetions, | 
7813», do beſt ſuit: with 'tae Introduitjon, which 
mſinuate into. the love-and attention -of the hear: 
+) ; Ex3;ſo:rd md3n; the more cager arid vehement affetty | 
* _, ons will beſt become;the Concluſion,'as ſufpoſi | 
© 1 \thenthat-we bavewon the caufe>we' did Jeoroen, 


for, convinced and ey 16 the < Axclto ry. bg: 4 
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_ w_ 1 Head'ro- kein God: 
c in ethe imentionof Marr: 


3+: The Percin of it to. the Text, or $ 
we.are-to treat of, | 
The firſt of theſe muſt be left to the od 
E--. -of-the Miniſter » in diſtinguiſhing of times an 
_ emergencies, in applying himſclf to the [ſever 
-. * conditions and neceſſities of þis heaxers, wheth 
they are to be taught and i»ſtrufted in fome.nec 
fary eruth, or to be excited unto ſame necefiz : 
duty: to which purpoſe, he muſt conſidet wh: 
ther the generality of his hearers be cither 5gne- 
 Yant or krowing ng; whether enemies to Religion, or 
Profeſſors of it ; whether meerly formal, or truly 
; Whether more cheerful and:zealons,..or more. 
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& teſtant Writers ) the moſt profitable points hand- 
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d 3 nity under the notion of an Edifice or Buildingz bY 
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Will not undertake oy juſtifie this: in |- 
-every. particular, . as if it were. jg no-reſpet' | _ 
defelive : But as it is, it may ſerve for inftance | 
and direQion to others, in the finding out a bet- 
_ ter. The ſeveral particulars may beufed as Com- 
. mon-place-heads , unto which to refer the Colle- | 
ions of our reading. ' [| 
' Now (I fay) when a Miniſter hath thus di- . F 
paſſed over the Subſtance of Divinity un- ' 'Þ 
der fuch Heads as theſe, it will: beyetyeafie for” | 
him afterwards to enlarge himſelf upon any par- |} 
ticular Subje&t or Text, with natural pertinent 
matter. '# F 
| There are ſome other Helps of invention, to 
which the Art of Rherorick, does dire, according 
to the Subje&t we are to handle 
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TP HE third and laſt to be inſiſted upon, iscon- 
e 
things conſiderable: 
7 Phraſe, / 
*0l,0> £1520"355 $ borutiqn:: 
The Zhraſe ſhould be plain, full, wholeſome, af- 
feftionate. {Ih aL 
1. It muſt be plain and natural, not being 


darkned with the affeftation of Scholaftical 
 harſhneſs, or Rherorical ' flouriſhes. Obſcurity 


* in the Diſcourſe, is an Argument of Ignoranc 
in the mind, The greateſt learning is Hh h_ | 


in the greateſt plainneſs.. The more clearly we 
underftand any thing our ſelves, the more fi 


_ can we expound it to others. When the notion ' _} 
it {elf is good, the beſt way to ſet it off; is inthe 


moſt obvious plain expreſhon.. St. Paxl does of- 


ten glory in this, that his preaching was not in wiſe  - 
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to be garniſhed out with _—_— 
quence. How unſuitable is it to the expeRation 
of a ttmpry Soul, who comes unto--this Ordi- 
'nance with a deſire of ſpiritual comfort and in- - 
ſtrution, and thereto. hear. only a ſtarched 
; ſpeech, full of puerile worded Rhetorick ? How 
7 properly may, ſuch. 2, deceived hearer take up that 
"Ep. 49 of Seneca, Quid mibs Tuſoria iſta projonis ? Non, 
; oft jpeands loci, ad miſeros vecatua es, uperte latu- 
rurs naufragis, capgtis,, 4974, intents {ecuri ſultje- || 
flum preſtantibus caput, quo deuerteris? quid agus? | 
Tis a ſign of low thoughts and deſigns, when a 
man's chief ſtudy is about - the poliſhing of his 
phraſe and words. Cajuis crrtglet orationem vides 
politam & ſolicitam, ſcits animum in puſillis occu- |} 
WA, minute 27; 22 $SI05, Si, | 
oo It muſt be f#l!, without empty and needleſs 
- Fantolegics which: are, to be avoided in every 
felid..bubnels.,, much more. in ſacred, Our ex- 
prefians ſhould: be 1@, choſe, that they may not be 
obſcure; and ſo plain, that they may not ſeem; vain « 
and tetlious. To deliver-things in a crade confu- 
ſed nianner, without digeſting of them by a-pre- 
vious meditation, will nauſcate the hearers,. and is 
| as improper for the edification of the mind, as raw 
E-: meatiis for the nouriſhmept-of the body.. | .. | 
fim.6.3- - 3- It muſt_be found and wholeſome, hot tainted 
im. 1-13 with any erroneous corrupt Doctrine, or the affe- 
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- a common relationto thi 15 purpoſe of divers learh- 
F &d men. , , Who, having, A, great. whil F 'with much 
=: argument and ſtrength. of reaſon, contended 
; with. another. about. perſwadirig him to be bapti- 
zed.; he being learned alſo, co d. fill "evade 
2 all their. Arguments ;., At length. a grave piotis 
* F man- amongſt them, of. no note. for Learnin 
| ftands up and beſpeaks him with ſome might 
affeianate expreſſions, which wrought ſo 


&ually upon the. other ,, that he preſently ſubmit-" 
. ted; . yeelding this: reaſon , Domes antliebans ra 


riones humanas , hbumanis rationibus repugnabam : Te 4 x 


ceteriim ſit wal at ue andivi Spiritum  loquentem, 
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notional human learning had yet diſcovered ; 
which occaſioned his more ſerious enquiry into 
them, and afterwards his Converſion. Such great 
power.is there in theſe cordial expreſſions. - 

As for the manner of compoſing Sermons, It 
will not. be convenient for one that is a conſtant 


Preacher, to pen all his Diſcourſes, or to tye him- «5, > 
ſelf unto phraſes; when we have the matterand | | 


notion well digeſted , the expreſſions of it will 
eaſily follow , whereas to be confined unto parti- 
cular words , beſides the grtat oppreſſion of the 
memory , will likewiſe much prejudice the opera- 
tions of the underſtanding and affe&ions; the judg- 


ment will be 'much weakned , and the -affeQions - 


dulled, when the memory is over-much burdened 


and vexed. A man cannot ordinarily be fo much 


affeKed-himfelf (and conſequently, he cannot ſo 
eaſily affe& others) with things that he ſpeaks by 
rote, as when he takes ſome liberty to proſecute 


a matter according to his more zmmediate appre-, 
.henfions of it, by which many particulars may be 


ſuggeſted, that were not before thought of, when 
he doth expatiate upon any SubjeR, according to 
the workings of his own affe&tions, and the vari- 


- ous alterations that may appear in the Auditory, 
And then beſides, this liberty will breed a 74pjneie, 
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? 1. Againſt too much raſtneſs and boldneſs, con- 
ſider the ſpecial Preſence of God and Angels, the 
* {ſolemn dignity of thoſe ſacred Myſteries with 
which we are intruſted, the weighty buſineſs of 
| {aving. ſouls. "And, who: can. be ſufficient for theſe 16 
S things? It wasanuſualſaying of Luther , Erfs j 
ſenex, & in concionands exercitus ſum, tamen timeo 
quories nggeſtum conſcendo. And he found by 
rience, that when he was moſt diſtruſtful X 
own preparations , then were his labours accom-* 
panied with ſome ſpecial bleſſing and efficacy >> 
and on the other fide when he Fus moſt confi- 
dent, then he failed Soft. 
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